Nordic rail traffic collaboration
in Sweden-Finland
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Sweden and Finland have long had strong bonds of friendship, and there is an ancient
tradition of free movement between countries. The Bothnian Arc is also defined by
the EU as a single strategic area. Statistics show how important our nations are to each
other. But even though cooperation between the countries has long been far-reaching,
there is scope to further integrate the border region in a regional, as well as a national,
perspective.
A railway for transporting both goods and passengers between our nations is an
important step in regional development as well as in linking the three countries
Finland, Sweden and Norway. Investments in an extended and improved rail network
will in future secure climate-smart transportation for our industries, and in that way
contribute to a green transition. A co-ordinated cross-border passenger train service
between the countries will contribute to increased mobility. That in turn will lead to a
strong region, among other things through an expanded labour market and hospitality
industry, and increased trade.
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Statistics on Sweden’s
imports and exports show
that Finland is our fifth
largest export destination
and our sixth-largest
import partner.
Source: Statistics Sweden
(Oct 2020)

Oulu

The Swedish-Finnish land
border is nearly as busy as
the Öresund Bridge. In 2019,
6.7 million vehicles crossed
the Swedish-Finnish border
in both directions, light traffic
representing about 96%
of all passing vehicles.
Source: The Transport
Analysis Agency
1,000 people commute
to work between Swedish
and Finnish border
municipalities.
Source: the statistics agency
Statistics Sweden (Dec 2020).
In 2019 over 5 million
vehicles* crossed the
border at Haparanda/Tornio.
The total number of border
crossings in the form of
trips and visitors is about
14 million.
Source: The Finnish
Transport Infrastructure
Agency, Väylä
*Border crossings, vehicles, year
2019 Haparanda/Tornio
Direction

Lorries
Buses

Cars
Vans

Total

To Finland

98 536

2 410 913

2 509 449

To Sverige

92 065

2 409 666

2 501 731

Total

190 601

4 820 579

5 011 180

Kolari
Simplified transport contributes to
stronger growth in the whole region

FACTS
In 2019, the hospitality industry
in Norrbotten County recorded
1,900,000 guest nights, with
Finland providing the fourth
largest contingent.
Source: Statistics Sweden

In the coastal zone between Luleå and Oulu and Rovaniemi there are approximately
500,000 inhabitants. The area has three universities with a total of about 35,000
students and more than 5,000 employees. Within a short distance there is also
Umeå University. This university pursues leading-edge international research in several
fields of science and innovation. There are vocational universities in Kemi/Tornio and
Oulu and there is frequent commuting between these communities in connection with
different educational courses.

Some interesting investments
on the Swedish side:

Rovaniemi

Oulu has a university hospital and in Sunderbyn, just outside Luleå, there is a large
regional hospital. In addition there are large hospitals in Kemi, Rovaniemi, Kalix and
Piteå. The communities are important destinations for patient transport and work
commuting.
The universities and hospitals are important skills centres for developing the region
through their research and the skills supply they bring. The coastal zone between Luleå
and Oulu is to be regarded as a vital development region. Simple transport options
between the communities promote collaboration and mobility between them and
contribute to even stronger growth in the region.
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H2 Green Steel is investing
25,000 million kronor to build a
production plant for fossil-free
steel in Svartbyn, Boden
LKAB Mining, SSAB Steel and
Vattenfall Energy are building
a world-first pilot plant for
fossil-free steel production,
Hybrit. The objective is to
have a completely fossil-free
process for manufacturing
steel by 2035. This can reduce
Sweden’s total carbon dioxide
emissions.
SunPine in Piteå is a world
leader in producing secondgeneration renewable fuel. The
raw material is a by-product of
the paper and pulp industry.
Now, 250 million kronor is
being invested in a new plant
to increase by 50 per cent the
capacity to produce pine diesel.
Luleå harbour is Sweden’s
fifth largest harbour, mainly
thanks to its handling of raw
materials for the mining and
steel industries. Through
Sweden’s biggest dredging
project, an investment of
roughly 3,000 million kronor,
vessel cargoes from Luleå can
be doubled. This is beneficial
to the environment, since
emissions are halved through
bigger cargoes.

What has happened and is happening in Sweden?
The Swedish state has prioritised rail traffic from the coast to the Finnish border and
therefore has financed infrastructure and the start-up of traffic on the rail stretch.
On 1 April 2021, passenger traffic starts on the Luleå–Boden–Kalix–Haparanda line.
The passenger rail service to Haparanda is a big step to further strengthen links
between our Finnish and Swedish regions.
Timewise, trains will be able to compete with buses on the stretch, at the same time as
the service is more environment-friendly. At start-up, the passenger rail service will
comprise three round trips daily. The intention is to increase this to 5 round trips as
soon as there is added rolling stock equipped with the ERTMS system.

Infrastructure in place
The Haparanda Line, the stretch between Boden and Haparanda, was completed in
2012. The line consists of the upgraded section between Boden and Kalix and the
newly-built rail stretch between Kalix and Haparanda. The entire stretch is equipped
with the new EU standard signalling system ERTMS and the speed zone for the
newly-built rail section is 250 km/ h.
Haparanda station area has been upgraded to adapt to the new rail service and a
completely new station building has been completed in Kalix. Both station areas
comply with all accessibility requirements.

1 april 2021:
start-up of
passenger train
service between
Haparanda–
Luleå

The decision by the EU
to extend the important
cross-border railway
lines ScanMed and
NorthSea-Baltic creates
new conditions for the
train to be a competitive
and climate-smart means
of transporting both
goods and passengers.
This means the industries
along the coastal zone
that need to transport
their products can do so
with a reduced burden
on the climate and the
environment, thanks to
reduced CO2 emissions
– an important issue with
regard to the climate
goals set for the year
2030.

Haparanda station
is one of Sweden’s
biggest train stations
outside the major cities.
The station was built in
1919 and renovated in
2020 in connection with
the start of passenger
train services. The station
has both Swedish and
Finnish rail gauges on the
same level and therefore
the changeover between
Swedish and Finnish
trains is simple.

In both communities
there is a shelter for bus
passengers and local
services will be
adapted to train
departures/arrivals.

Kalix station
is completely new and
was completed in 2020.
The station has an
80-metre platform of
intermediate height with
connected ramp along
the main track.
An enclosed lift and
staircase are also in
place.

Haparanda station
• Sheltered cycle
stand with room for
15 bicycles.
• Waiting room with
café and toilets.
• Parking:

- 3 accessible parking
spaces with electric
hook-up

- 28 long-term parking
spaces with electric
hook-up (upper level)
- 33 long-term parking
spaces without
electric hook-up
(upper level)

- 10 short-term parking
spaces without
electric hook-up.
Kalix station
• Sheltered cycle
stand with room for
10 bicycles.

• Separate toilet building
• Cycle pump
• Parking:

- 2 spaces for users
with impaired mobility
- 4 spaces with
charging point

- 16 spaces with
hook-up

- 22 spaces without
hook-up.

Travel
possibilities
to and from
Haparanda/
Tornio

Plenty of seating and comfort
Since Regina is a wide train with up to 5 seats per row,
it is easy for passengers to find seating even during peak
hours. The furnishings are optimised to give passengers
extreme comfort for this type of traffic.
Quiet train with good passenger comfort
The trains have regenerative electric brakes, an efficient
drive system and track-optimised bogies, which give
a pleasant ride and at the same time low operating and
maintenance costs for both rolling stock and the track.
Work facilities on the train
An electrical outlet in the overhead shelf and repeater
for the mobile phone are standard.

Wide doors and boarding areas improve
ingoing and outgoing passenger flows
Every carriage has two wide doors on each side and
spacious vestibules. This means efficient passenger flows
even when the passengers have lots of luggage.
Broad doors and spacious vestibules give clear added
value in the form of fast passenger flows and short
dwell times even at peak periods.
The train is accessibility-adapted for everyone
Regina has as standard an integrated wheelchair lift,
disabled toilet and generous flexible space for placing
for example wheelchairs and prams. One carriage
additionally has low-floor boarding at normal platform
level with an integrated wheelchair lift.

Year 2021
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